Carole and Jim Marz respouse to the Amador Water Agency revised EIR
'Re: Cuneo Ranch, Assessor map bk 36 pg.34, #1  September 24, 2004

The following observations come to yea from Carole Cuneo Marz who was born
and raised on this family ranch. Memeories of water utilization for rrigation, stock
watering, gardens, fruit and olive trees, and just for fun are well ingrained. We
now are on our 7th generation to hve on this property and want to continue
ranching as a way of live.

I have read and re-read this revised EIR, it makes no sense to me. Where are the
studies? Have You, the Board, actually read this? There have been a variety of
“things” added to it, but it is all nonsense. For example on page 4.1-11 in the first
paragraph you say ... “there are no stream gauging records for any location in any
sub-basin that can be used to determine the unimpaired (or natural ) hydrology of
local streams...” however, I gave you stream gauging records from Norman
DelPorto’s 2 foot weir at the iast public hearing. (Do you need another copy of
them? they are available upon request). Granted, this creek has enjoyed the added
hydrology of Canal leaks, or waste gate openings. In either case, the flow
remained year round, and No’man s’ records prove this. Will you use his data to
fairly mitigate?

In EIR section 4.1-38 vou state your “Standards of Significance”. Let it be noted
bullet #2 refers to “substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or
area...in a manner which would result in substantial erosion or siltation on or off
site.” Enclosed is a copy of the KASL report map (attachment A) noting leaks on
my ranch. Also enclosed is a copy of field notes (attachment B) measuring 4 of
the same leaks on my ranch each during a time of high and low canal flows.
Please note although measured 5-6 years apart, flows are similar. This proves the
typical flow into the Jackson Creek has remained similar, creating a well
established riparian habitat. How will you continue to support this habitat?

For many years, since the 1950s, our ranch has used and become dependent upon
these very leaks. This historical usage has been for permanent pasture irrigation,
livestock watering, and erosion control. Without this flow of water, portions of
my ranch may suffer substantial siltation, then erosion which may ultimately
result in flooding. How do you plan on preventing this? |


















